
Our rising seas - What 

does the data tell us? 

Learning about climate change and 

its effects helps us take steps to 

protect our planet and our future. 

One way to do this is to understand 

the risks of rising sea levels and 

find ways to adapt.

Using data to understand global warming

This activity links to the article on page 4 of Spaza Space, National Science Week Edition, 2024

reading the 

graph:

Blue labels: 

the factors that 

caused an increase 

in sea levels . 

Green labels: 

the factors that 

caused the sea 

levels to decrease. 

Let’s think about it

Use the information and the data on the graph to answer these questions:

1.	� What does a tide gauge measure? 

2.	 Which years are represented in the graph?

3.	 State the data source for this graph.

4. 	�Approximately how much did the sea level rise, in millimetres (mm), between 1910 and 1930? 

5.	� Approximately how much did the sea level rise, in millimetres (mm), between 1930 and 1950? 

Sea level changes between 1900 
and 2018 Credit: Frederikse et 
al. (2020); NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center/PO.DAAC
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Global dam projects

Scientists use a special tool called a tide 
gauge to measure how high the water 
is around it. This tool measures water 

levels and compares them with the land. The 
information it collects is very important 

because it helps us to travel safely by sea and 
to restore and protect natural habitats. 
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