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In late April every year, the Lyrids meteor shower will light up the sky! The meteors are known for their 

brightness. Look for the constellation Lyra near the bright star Vega.

How to watch safely: 
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No. 73

Nqweba the skyfaller
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Hey Guys, did you know that 
These shooting stars are tiny 

rocks left over from Comet 
Thatcher, which zoomed past 

Earth in 1861?!

Go to a safe, open spot with 

an adult. 

Look northwards and 

count the meteors you see.

Keep a log of how many 

and when you saw them.

Stay together - don’t wander 

around in the dark!
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Meteor Shower Adventure
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They’ve travelled through space, slammed 

into Earth, and even shaped our planet’s 

history. How much do you know about 

meteorites? Find out in this crossword!

Across
2. A scientist who studies rocks and Earth.

6. The oldest and biggest meteorite impact site in the 
world, found in South Africa.

7. Eastern Cape town where a meteorite landed in 
August 2024.

9. Where meteorites come from.

Down
1. The special shape left behind at the Vredefort 

impact site.

3. What happens when a meteorite crashes into Earth.

4. A metal sometimes found inside meteorites.

5. A rock from space that lands on Earth.

8. A tool that can help detect metal in rocks.

9. The system of the Sun and its planets.
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  South Africa is home to the Vredefort 

Dome, the world’s oldest and largest 

meteorite impact site. The force of the 

impact pushed layers of rock containing 

gold from deep underground closer 

to the surface, which is why the 

Witwatersrand is so rich in gold today.

  On the 25th August 2024, people in Eastern 

Cape Nqweba witnessed the fall of a 

meteorite.

  Some meteorites found in South Africa 

like the Benoni Meteorite and the 

Lichtenburg Meteorite are kept in 

museums and universities for scientists to 

study. 

  Egypt's King Tutankhamun loved 

meteorites! His breastplate has a 

green scarab made from Libyan Desert 

glass� sand melted by a meteorite 

28 million years ago and his dagger 

was made of meteorite iron that never 

rusted.

  To date, scientists have discovered more 

than 55 meteorites in South Africa.

Africa’s Meteorite Story

Are you a 
researcher who 
wants to share 
important 
information 
with tomorrow’s 
future leaders?

Get in touch!

Visit www.sciencespaza.org, 
email info@sciencespaza.org, 
SMS or WhatsApp us on 076 173 7130.

Communicate your science

We want your 
feedback!

Let us know if you see 
meteorites - or any other 
exciting things in the night 
sky. We'll publish your 
responses on our socials.

Rock my words

curriculum 
links

   Natural Sciences Grade 8:  -  Meteors (The Solar System)
   Natural Sciences Grade 9:  -  Types of rocks on the Earth (Geology, The Lithosphere)
   Life Sciences Grade 10:  -  Mass extinction due to a 

meteorite impact (History of Life on Earth)

   Geography Grade 11:  
-  Land formations (Rocks and landforms)

Dr Leo Vonopartis is an 
economic geologist who studies how 
the Earth – and even outer space – makes 
spellbinding rocks and minerals! He’s 
worked on everything from meteorites 
to critical metals that power green 
technologies.

After studying at Wits University and 
James Cook University, Dr Leo returned 
to Wits as a lecturer and researcher. 

He’s currently studying the Nqweba 
meteorite, which landed in the Eastern 
Cape in 2024.

Through his work, Dr Leo helps us 
understand how our planet formed and 
how we can mine the earth for useful 
materials in a responsible manner.

Meet a Geologist: Dr Leo Vonopartis

Produced with support from the Wits School of Geosciences


